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Company in 1957. 

Alumni gathered to 

pay tribute to ñTita 

Helenò on Saturday, 

July 16, 2016 at the 

PWU Chapel on Taft 

Avenue in Manila. 

PWU, JASMS  and 

PWC alumni  organ-

ized masses held  in 

Davao, Iloilo and at 

the Church of San 

Lorenzo Ruiz in NYC 

and in Walnut , CA in 

honor of Tita Helen. In 

her memory, donations  

may be sent to PWU-

HZB Endowment 

Fund c/o PWU, 1743 

Taft Ave., Manila 

1004, Philippines. 

which she helped to 

found in 1953.   

Helena Z Benitez was  

a respected educator,   

legislator, and a pioneer 

in womenôs empower-

ment and the advance-

ment of Philippine cult-

ture.  She founded the 

Bayanihan Folk Dance 

Former Senator and As-

semblywoman Helena Z 

Benitez  peacefully 

passed away on July 14, 

2016 .  She had quietly 

celebrated her 102nd 

birthday barely three 

weeks before on June 

27.  The matriarch of the 

Benitez family was 

Chairwoman Emeritus 

of the Philippine 

Womenôs University 

which was founded by 

her parents, Francisca 

Tirona Benitez and  

Dean Conrado Benitez 

in 1919. She held the 

same position at the 

Philippine Womenôs 

College of Davao, Inc. 

PWUAA Homecoming on February 18, 2017 

Mark your calendars 

and Save the Date for 
the next Homecoming 
on Saturday, February 

18, 2016. Sylvia Lina 
and members of HS 
Jubilarian Class of 

1967, recently visited 

PWU and announced 

that the homecoming 
will be held at the Taft 
Avenue campus ñto 

bring alumni home to 
PWU.ò Peace and 
Love will prevail as 

the theme of the home-

coming, in keeping 

with the ó60s era. 
Plans are also being 
made to hold the Sec-

ond Annual PWUAA 
Golf Tournament to 
coincide with Home-

coming week.  

òRest in peace Tita 

Helen. We, your sons 

and daughtersñthe 

students and alumni 

of PWU and JASMS, 

will never forget 

you.ó 

-Vicky A. Sales 



M a r i s o l  T u g a d e 

(pictured at right) was 
recently elected as Presi-
dent of the PWU Alumni 

Assoc iat ion.  Other 
alumni directors, who 
were elected during the 

Homecoming in Febru-
ary 2016, also voted in 
the following as their 

officers: Nina Lim Yu-
son (1st VP); Gigi Virata 
(2nd VP); Lina Wine-

brenner (Secretary); Ysa-
bel Benitez (Asst. Sec.); 
Thelma Go (Treasurer); 

Patricia P. de Jesus 

(Asst. treasurer); Malu A. 
Lopez (Auditor) and 

Maribel Dario (PRO).  
V i c k y  A .  S a l e s 
(immediate past presi-

dent) welcomed the new 

officers saying ñthis board 

is so very important be-
cause they will usher in 
PWUôs Centennial Cele-

bration in 2019.ò  The 
PWUAA board serves for a 

period of three years.   

Marisol recently attended 

the PWU 2016 graduation 
and led the 784 new gradu-
ates in a Pledge of Loyalty 

to their alma mater promis-
ing to remain steadfast to 
the ideals and teachings of 

PWU. Among the recent 
graduates was Dr. Eugenio 

ñBoyò Abunda. 

ñWe have three years to 

go before the Centen-
nial, so  let us get in-
volved and get to work,ò 

said Sylv ia Lina 

(pictured below). 

Go to the Alumni page 

wwww.pwu.edu.ph  

for more information. 
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PWU Centennial Committee Announced 

PWUAA Elects New Officers 

Vicky A. Sales, the im-

mediate past president of 
PWUAA and currently a 
member of the PWU 

Board of Trustees, re-
cently confirmed that 
she and Sylvia Lina 

(HS;67) will co-chair 
PWUôs Centennial 
Committee.  PWU was 

founded in 1919 by  
seven forward-looking 
women: Clara Aragon, 

Concepcion Aragon, 

Francisca Tirona Benitez, 
Paz Marquez Benitez, 
Carolina Ocampo Palma, 

Mercedes Rivera  and 
Socorro Marquez Za-
ballero .  Their goal was 

to prepare young women 
for a life of service and 
useful citizenship.  In the 

1970s, PWU became co-
educational and now of-
fers classes in Basic Edu-

cation (JASMS), Tertiary 
and Graduate Studies.  
PWU has produced out-

standing graduates in-
cluding National Artists 
in Music (Lucrecia R. 

Kasilag), in Dance 
(Lucrecia R. Urtula) and 
Dr. Luz O. Belardo for 

Science. 
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Follow us on 

Facebook: 

https://

www.facebook.com

/PWUAA 
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PWU Alumni Foundation Inc. 
held its annual general member-
ship meeting on July 27, 2016 

at the residence of PWUAFI 
president, Lourdes M. Fajardo 

(photo above). She reported on 
the activites undertaken by the 
organization during the past 

year including the Outstanding 

Alumni Foundation unveils plans 

PWUAA and PWUAFI Officers  

Past and present officers of the PWU Alumni Association and PWU Alumni Foundation recently 
gathered at the Maya Kitchen in Makati to discuss plans for the February 18, 2017 Homecoming 

and announce PWUôs Centennial Committee plans. 

L to R (front): Nina L. Yuson, Lourdes M. Fajardo, Vicky A. Sales, Marisol M. Tugade, Butchie 
L. Ayuyao. Standing: Lina I. Winebrenner, Lulu Ilustre, Lyca B. Brown, Cora Santillan, Fe 
Ilagan, Evelyn Escudero, Maribel O. Dario, Thelma Go, Ysabel Benitez, Maylene Arambulo , 

and Sylvia Lina. Not in photo are newly elected PWUAA Directors Gigi Virata, (JASMS), 

Patricia Porras de Jesus and Malu A. Lopez (PWC Davao) 

Alumni Lecture Series fea-

t ur ing  Ale x E s t eban 
(PWUAA East Coast chapter 
president) and Lucy Naguiat-

Pendon (a Nursing profes-
s io na l  f r o m T e xas) .  
PWUAFI also provided  

travel assistance for two 
PWU pharmacy students 
who delivered a paper in Tai-

wan (jointly sponsored by 
PWU HSô56).  PWUAFI 
Treasurer Evelyn Escudero 

gave a Financial Report and 
Lyca B. Brown presented a 
ñwish listò of PWU projects 

including: renovating the 
Concert Hall, new pianos for 
the School of Music, a cam-

pus Café to train Hotel and 

Restaurant Administration 

students and upgrading of 
campus facilities.  PWUAFI 
members gave suggestions on 

areas of cooperation between 
alumni and the university and 
pledged to raise the funds 

needed to complete these pro-
jects in time for PWUôs Cen-
tennial in 2019. The newly 

elected PWUAFI board mem-
bers who will serve a three 
year term are: Lourdes M. Fa-

jardo, Vicky A. Sales, Cora 
Santillan, Ruth T. Jarantilla, 
Sylvia Lina,, Evelyn Escud-

ero, Butichie L. Ayuyao, 
Lorna Obsuna, Alice Lustre. 
Puri C. Laconico will be coor-

dinator for US-based alumni. 
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Visit 

www.pwu.edu.ph 

for  

more information 

 

Send articles to 

alumni@pwu.edu.ph 

 

 

 What is happening at PWU? 

PWU President Dr. Francisco 
ñKikoò Benitez recently at-
tended an alumni gathering to 
explain the amicable settlement 
between PWU and STI, which 
ended a fierce 18-month battle 
for control over the venerable 
institution founded by his great 
grandparents.  PWU and Unlad 
(the Benitez familyôs real estate 
holding company) voted to set-
tle the debt to STI through a 
ñdacion en pagoò arrangement 
where PWUôs  QC property on 
EDSA and Unladôs raw land in 
Davao were transferred to STI 

in repayment of the debt. 

JASMS and PWU QC will 
move  to a new location  in 
2017 but the schools (as well 
as PWC in Davao) remain with 
the Benitez family and the 
stakeholders.  ñIt was a steep 
price to pay but in the end, the 
family led by Tita Helen, over-
whelmingly decided to sacri-
fice our properties to save the 
schools,ò explained Dr. Kiko.  
As a result of the settlement, 
PWU is debt-free and STI offi-
cials  resigned from PWU end-
ing an uneasy joint venture 
agreement entered into in 2012 
when PWU found itself unable 

to service its debt. 

The PWU community greeted 
the news of the amicable set-
tlement with relief and joy 
turning out to thank Tita Helen 
during her last official visit to 
PWU for a board meeting on 
April 8, 2016 (photo below).  
Enrollment for the first trimes-
ter in June picked up reflecting 
the publicôs renewed confi-
dence in  PWUôs continued 

commitment to its foundersô 

mission of educating students 

in the service of the nation.   

Dr. Kiko also announced re-
cent changes at PWU includ-
ing the appointment of Dr. 
Felina C. Young as Senior VP 
for Academic Affairs. Dr. 
Young is spearheading ac-
creditation efforts and was 
instrumental in PWU being 
designated as a Delivering 
Higher Education Institution 
by the Commission on Higher 
Education. PWUôs autono-
mous status was also re-
newed. Several new Deans 
have been named: Dean Don 
Amorsolo (Fine Arts), Dr. 
A h m e d  M e a n d a h a w i 
(Graduate Studies), Dr. Ma. 
Roch el l e  Di vina gra cia 
(Business), Dr, Menchita 
Dumlao (IT), and Prof. 

Richelle Rivera (Music). 

PWUAA President Marisol 
Tugade said, ñThe alumni 
have just been waiting to see 
where PWU is going. Now 
that  the future is clear, we are 

ready to come back to help.ò   


